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Board  of  New  City  Hall  Commissioners. 


Office  of  A.  T.  Spotts,'  Secretary  oe  the  \ 
Board  of  New  City  Halo  Commissioners.  V 
San  Francisco,  October  23d,  1890.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

Of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco: 

Gentlemen  : In  compliance  with  Resolution  No.  3,555  (Third  Series), 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Board,  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
custom  of  the  Honorable  Board  of  New  City  Hall  Commissioners,  now  con- 
sisting of  E.  B.  Pond,  Mayor,  George  Flournoy,  Jr.,  City  and  County 
Attorney,  and  Fleet  F.  Strother,  Auditor,  I herewith  submit  the  annexed 
report  containing  the  history  of  the  construction  of  the  New  City  Hall  for 
the  past  fiscal  year. 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  T.  SPOTTS, 


Secretary. 
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NEW  CITY  HALL  ACCOUNT  AND  FUND. 

UNDER  ACT  OF  MARCH  24,  1876,  AND  ACTS  SUPPLEMENTAL  THERETO. 


vod  for  sale  of  bonds,  etc.,  fiscal  y 
ed  from  taxes  during  fiscal  year  187( 


transferred  from  General  Fund,  1881-82,  50,(00  ( 
i eceived  from  taxe3  during  fiscal  year  1882-83. 
“ “ “ “ “ “ 1883  84. 


imount  received  from 

year,  1887-88 

amount  received  from 


id  fro  n Free  Library  Fund,  1887-88, 

84,000  00 

during  fiscal 


$207,408  44 
353,331  72 
347,633  67 
340,712  92 
114,072  19 
332,655  35 
51,364  21 
11,023  90 


CONTRA. 


By  demands  on  New  City  Hall  Fund  for  fiscal  year  1875-76 


By  demands  on  New  City  Hall  Fund  for  fiscal  year  1889-90, 


as  follows : 

For  Advertising $4,727  00 

For  Contracts 136,242  10 

For  Miscellaneous  Expenses 602  40 

For  Printing  and  Stationery 1,211  12 

For  Salaries  of  officers  and  employees 21,763  00 


Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1890. 


$4,041  93 
374,274  81 
445,611  -14  i 
343,907.  22 
176,099 .61  , 
224,015  81. ' 
114,068  92 
66,802  93 
18,018  23- 
2,200  74 
146,880  45 
215,113  44 


Grand 


Total. 


$2,591,332  87 


$2,591,332  87 
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COST  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 

Tile  New  City  Hall  to  June  30th,  1890,  has  cost  $3,914,652.21.  There  should  he  added  to 
this  for  payments  to  fall  due  on  existing  contracts,  the  sum  of  $530,816.93,  and  the  total 
cost  on  completion  of  all  contracts  now  duly  executed,  will  reach  $4,445,469.14. 

The  estimated  amount  required  to  complete  the  New  City  Hall,  without  considering  the 
cost  of  the  mansard  roof,  but  calculating  upon  enough  to  finish  the  interior  of  the.  northeast 
McAllister-street  wing  and  build  a suitable  main  tower,  will  amount  to  $350,000  additional  and 
absorb  the  balance  unexpended  June  30th,  1890,  together  with  the  levy  for  this  and  most  of  that 
allowed  as  the  limit  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  when  the  levy  and  collection  of  funds  for  the  com* 
pletion  of  the  New  City  Hall  under  the  Act  of  1887  will  expire. 

This  will  make  the  New  City  Hall  cost,  when  finished  complete  without  the  mansard  roof, 
about  $4,795,000,  and  take  until  the  latter  part  of  1892.  Should  the  next  Legislature,  however, 
be  appealed  to  to  make  provision  for  constructing  the  “mansard  roof”  according  to  law  and 
the  adopted  plan,  it  will  require  an  extensiou  of  the  law  of  1887  for  three  additional  years  and 
cost  the  city  and  county  about  $1,090,000,  miking  the  total  cost  of  the  New  City  Hall  about 
$5,885,000,  or  about  one-tliird  of  the  sum  the  New  City  Hall  in  Philadelphia  will  cost  when  that 
structure  is  completed. 
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main  building  at  its  northeast  corner,  in  size  about  140  by  130  feet,  and  designated  as  the  north- 
east McAllister-street  wing.  Also  the  building  of  a new  chimney  stack  and  a new  coal  vault 
under  the  sidewalk  on  McAllister-street.  This  contract  has  reached  a height  of  several  feet 
above  the  second  story  floor-beams  which  have  been  placed  in  position. 

Contract  No.  17  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  Calvin  Nutting  & Son,  and  is  for  pro- 
viding and  placing  steel  beams  and  girders  and  cast-iron  columns  for  all  floors  up  to  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  northeast  M’AIlister-street  wing.  This  contract  is  in  a very  fair  state  of  advance 
ment,  and  with  the  greater  part  of  the  steel  on  the  ground,  will  proceed  with  equal  diligence 
and  dispatch  as  the  brickwork  of  Contract  No.  16  progresses. 

Contract  No.  18  was  a vertised  for  and  awarded  to  Calvin  Nutting  & Son,  and  provides  for 
the  placing  of  rolled  steel  beams  and  built  steel  box  girders  for  .bearing  the  top  or  future  attic 
floor  of  the  northeast  McAllister  street  wing.  This  heavy  steel  work  contemplates  the  putting 
on  of  a mansard  roof  at  some  future  date,  for  otherwise  lighter  girders  and  beams  could  have 
been  substituted  for  the  immense  girders  required  to  be  constructed  by  this  contract.  This 
contract  calls  for  one  plate  box  girder  72  feet  long,  six  feet  five  inches  deep  and  66  feet 
between  bearings ; also  two  plate  box  girders  107  feet  four  inches  long,  six  feet  five  inches 
deep  and  100  feet  between  bearings ; also  two  plate  box  girders  126  feet  nine  inches  long, 
six  feet  five  inches  deep,  and  116  feet  nine  inches  between  bearings,  and  various  rolled  plates, 
angle  irons,  lintels,  anchors,  rivets,  separators,  stiffeners,  drift  pins,  fish  plates,  steel  attic 
floor  bean  s,  etc.  This  part  of  the  contract,  owing  to  the  immense  size  of  the  girders  to  be 
built,  will  take  some  little  time  to  complete  after  the  brickwork  of  Contract  No.  20  shall  have 
reached  its  intended  height. 

Contract  No.  19  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  Charles  J.  Bandman,  for  cleaning  and 
stain-coating  the  walls  of  the  interior  court  and  painting  the  iron  and  woodwork  thereof. 
This  contract  has  been  finished  and  accepted  by  the  Commissioners,  and  vastly  improves 
the  appearance  and  condition  of  the  walls  of  the  interior  court. 


Contract  No.  20  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  Shain  & Hoffman,  and  signed  August 
7th,  1890,  for  building  the  brickw'ork  of  the  northeast  McAllister-street  wing  from  a line  imme 
diately  above  the  fourth  story  floor,  including  roof  and  covering.  This  contract  can  not  be 
proceeded  with  until  the  contracts  of  Messrs.  McGowan  & Butler,  No.  16,  and  of  Messrs.  Calvin 
Nutting  & Son,  No.  17,  on  the  northeast  wing,  are  completed. 

Contract  No.  21  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  Henry  L.  Day,  and  is  for  finishing  all 
he  rooms,  corridors  and  spaces  of  the  northwest  wing.  Ths  work  is  of  great  importance,  as  it 
will  provide  two  large  rooms  37  by  47  feet  on  the  first  floor  for  Police  Courts,  with  the  necessary 
smaller  rooms ; also,  comfortable  and  sunny  quarters  for  the  Chief  of  Police,  Detectives,  Prop- 
erty Clerk,  etc.;  also,  on  the  second  floor,  a room  45  by  22  feet,  for  the  Probate  Court,  with  tl  e 
necessary  smaller  rooms ; also,  a large  room  80  by  92  feet,  to  be  used  by  the  County  Clerk. 
This  room  will  be  two  stories  in  interior  heisht,  with  an  elegant  paneled  ceiling  and  a gallery 
around  its  four  sides,  on  the  north  or  McAllister-street  side  of  which  the  copyists  will  be 
located  : this  gallery  will  be  reached  from  the  floor  below  by  two  circular  wrought-iron  orna- 
mented stairs.  On  the  third  floor  there  will  be  a room  45  by  22  feet,  with  the  necessary  smaller 
rooms,  for  the  use  of  the  City  and  County  Surveyor.  In  the  basement,  there  will  be  two  large 
rooms,  with  artificial  stone  floors,  47  by  37  feet,  for  police  assembly  and  drill  rooms,  with  the 
ne  :essary  smaller  rooms,  for  police  purposes,  in  direct  communication  and  connection  with 
the  proposed  New  City  Prison.  In  the  sub-basement  will  be  ample  spaces  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  Police  Property  Clerk,  to  store  stolen  properly  while  awaiting  a claimant.  A large 
portion  of  the  material  for  this  contract  has  been  ordered  and  will  soon  be  on  the  ground. 


Contract  No.  22  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  F.  \V.  Kreling  & Sons,  and  is  for  fur- 
nishing and  placing  in  position  all  the  walnut  fittings  of  the  County  Clerk’s  office  in  the  north- 
west wing.  This  work  is  now  in  process  of  construction,  and  embraces  book  racks,  pigeon  hole 
cases,  single  desks,  double  desks,  long  desks,  flat  tables,  railings,  swing  gates,  lockers,  window 
and  door  mouldings,  cornice  work,  bases,  skirtings  and  incidentals,  all  of  black  walnut,  and 
when  placed  in  position  will  make  an  elegant  office. 
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Contract  No.  23  was  advertised  for  and  awarded  to  George  Goodman,  and  is  for  laying 
artificial  stone  sidewalks  and  10-inch  dressed  granite  curbs  around  the  finished  portion  of  the 
New  City  Hall.  As  the  specifications  require  the  contractor  to  place  the  artificial  stone  in 
place  as  fast  as  the  granite  fence  (Contract  14  “A”)  progresses,  it  will  not  take  more  than  a 
few  weeks  to  complete  this  contract,  as  it  is  advancing  rapidly  along  Park  avenue  at  the  present 

Contract  No.  24  was  advertised  for  and  bids  presented,  hut  as  yet  has  not  been  awarded. 
It  provides  for  making  and  placing  in  position  of  four  groups  of  statuary,  representing  the 
growth  of  the  city,  upon  four  pediments  of  the  Hall  of  Records. 

Contract  No.  25,  awarded  to  Bateman  Brothers,  for  finishing  the  uncompleted  portion  of 
the  basement  of  the  New  City  Hall,  as  set  apart  for  the  City  Prison,  Receiving  Hospital,  Office 
of  the  Police  Commissioners,  Insane  Commissioners,  etc.  among  other  things  embraces  the 
fitting-up  of  four  large  cells,  one  large  steel-lined  cell,  oue  medium  large  steel-lined  cell,  and 
one  small  steel-lined  dark  cell  for  male  misdemeanor  offenders. 

Adjacent  to  these  cells  on  the  west,  and  separated  by  a solid  heavy  ash  door,  is  the  female 
department.  This  department  will  fill  a gap  that  has  ever  existed  at  the  Old  City  Hall  Jail, 
being  a department  by  itself,  and  containing  two  medium  sized  cells  for  young  females  not  yet 
of  the  criminal  class ; also  two  large  cells  and  one  small  dark  cell ; also  a large  well  lighted  and 
ventilated  office  room  for  the  use  of  the  matron,  connected  with  a room  of  similar  size,  to  be 
used  y the  matron  as  a retiring  room. 

West  of  and  separated  from  this  department  by  a solid  heavy  ash  door,  is  the  present  police 
entrance  lobby,  which  is  to  be  enlarged.  Opening  into  this  lobby  from  its  southern  side  or 
end  is  to  be  made  a new  bath  room,  connected  on  the  west  by  a solid  ash  door  and  steel  grille, 
with  the  “ receiving  cell,”  a large,  well  ventilated  patent  stone-floored  cell,  which  is  directly 
south  of  the  “Prison  Sergeant’s  room;”  also,  of  good  size  and  east  of  the  “ Police  Captains 
room,”  which  is  also  very  large  and  well  ventilated. 

Directly  west  of  the  Police  Captains'  room  is  the  “Property  Clerk’s  room,”  of  quite  large 
size,  opening  off  of  which,  on  the  south,  is  a large  steel  and  brick  vault  for  the  storage  of 
records. 

All  of  the  above  mentioned  rooms  and  cells  are  on  the  HcAllister-street  side  of  the  build- 
ing. 

On  the  Larkin-strect  side  are  eighteen  steel-lined  cells,  with  steel  grille  work  under  the 
patent  stone  floors.  Eleven  of  these  are  to  accommodate  two  persons,  five  are  to  accommodate 
ten  persons,  and  two  are  to  accommodate  six  persons ; also  a large  cell  for  trusties,  which  will 
accommodate  twenty  persons  : also  three  dark  cells,  steel  lined,  with  deadened  walls,  which 
are  to  accommodate  two  persons  each  ; also,  a visiting  room  of  ample  size,  facing  the  interior 

room  for  female  detained  witnesses ; also  a similar  room  for  police  dining-room;  also  a large 
room  for  storage  purposes ; also  a large  room  for  cook  room  or  kitchen. 

Off  of  the  corridor  tnat  runs  east  to  the  rotunda  from  Larkin-street,  on  the  north  or  left- 
hand  side,  is  a large  lavatory  ; also  a large  cell  for  insane  male  prisoners  and  a small  padded 
cell  and  lavatory  within  ; also  adjacent  on  the  east,  a similar  cell  for  insane  female  prisoners  ; 
also  to  the  east  and  separated  by  a corridor,  are  two  large  and  one  small  room  for  the  use  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Insanity.  These  offices  are  so  located  that  the  “ Van  for  Insane”  can 
drive  to  the  office  door  and  avoid  the  gaze  of  the  idle  and  curious. 

Near  these  rooms  and  directly  under  the  present  Sheriff’s  Office  are  located  the  offices  of 
the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  consisting  of  one  large  room  for  meeting  purposes  with 
brick  and  steel  vault  attached  together  with  two  smaller  rooms  for  business  purposes. 

In  the  southwest  wing,  under  Superior  Court,  Department  No.  12,  will  be  located  the  new 
Receiving  Hospital,  containing  a receiving  room,  a surgeon’s  operating  room,  and  small  room 
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for  a dispensary ; also  a lavatory  and  bath  room  for  male  patients.  The  Police  Patrol  wagon 
or  other  vehicle  can  drive  into  the  grounds  and  up  to  the  door  of  the  Hospital  and  deliver  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  a humane  wav.  Across  the  corridor  on  the  west,  will  be  a large  (male) 
ward  with  smaller  room  attached  for  male  nurse,  with  stairway  to  sub-basement,  fumigating 
room  and  store  rooms ; adjacent  to  this  ward  on  the  west,  and  separated  by  a high  wood  and 
glass  deadened  partition,  will  be  the  female  ward,  a large  room  with  bath  and  lavatory  and 
female  nurses’  room  attached. 

The  whole  of  this  wing  or  hospital  will  be  floored  with  wood.  These  new  hospital  quarters 
are  three  times  as  large  as  the  present  quarters  in  the  Old  City  Hall. 

The  entire  New  City  Prison  will  be  floored  with  patent  stone  concrete  flagging,  with  steel 
grille  work  underneath  and  steel  double  grilles  to  every  window,  and  granite  drain  in  front  of 
every  cell.  Hose  faucets  have  been  provided  at  every  forty  feet,  for  washing  and  cleansing 
purposes.  The  entire  city  prison,  hospital,  etc.,  mentioned  in  this  contract,  will  be  artificially 
heated,  thus  remedying  a long  felt  want  of  the  Old  City  Hall  quarters.  This  projected  New 
City  Prison  will  easily  accommodate  five  hundred  prisoners.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pro- 
vision of  these  new  jail  quarters  will  remedy  an  evil  of  long  standing,  by  giving  to  the  people 
of  this  city  a new  city  prison  second  to  none  in  point  of  size,  cleanliness,  arrangement  and  situ- 
ation, to  any  other  city  prison  in  the  country. 

A.  T.  SPOTTS, 

Secretary. 
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Bird’s  Eye  View  of  the  New  City  Hall  as  Completed. 


